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strongly that the Covenant was intended to cover cases where
one of the protagonists to a dispute was not in fact a, member.
In this instance Henderson relied more on the symbolic
strength of the Kellogg Pact, and largely as 3, result of repre-
sentations under its auspices the situation was relieved. But
that the Conservatives seriously urged the use of the
Covenant in this instance is a significant sidelight on the
vagaries of party doctrine.
At the end of November Eden scored a notable hit by rais-
ing on the adjournment the issue of the Singapore Naval
Base. In the twenty minutes at his and the Labour spokes-
man's disposal, Eden managed to get in a number of per-
tinent questions about Imperial collaboration. Had the
Dominions and Colonies been consulted on the Government's
policy or merely informed of it ? The Under-Secretary might
try and excuse himself on the grounds that only a postpone-
ment was involved. But to postpone work at Singapore was
in fact a change of policy. That this issue should have to be
raised at all was the fault of the Government—c Vous I'avez
voulu Georges Dandin* Mr. Ponsonby, the Under-Secretary,
gave an extremely diffuse and unsatisfactory reply, which
enabled the Conservatives to voice their indignation at greater
length later on.
The day before the House adjourned for Christmas Eden
intervened in a full-dress debate ons Egypt—with whose
troubled affairs he had been closely concerned when working
for Sir Austen Chamberlain. He had seen the breakdown
of the negotiations with Sarwat Pasha and the ultimatum
following Sarwat's defeat. It had been the period of Lord
Lloyd's dominance and a none too happy chapter in the
story of our Near Eastern Imperialism. The Labour Govern-
ment had engineered the recall of Lord Lloyd, but there were
still a good many scores to settle both in Egypt and in Eng-
land. Labour was set upon a policy of appeasement but the
journey was to prove hazardous and a final settlement was
not to be reached for several years. Peace with Egypt was
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